present-day -world the intellectual consoler is becoming
that "middle"' to which logic sternly denies existence.
An offspring of the bourgeoisie and a proletarian
in social status,, he seems to be awakening to the humil-
iating tragedy of his position as a servant of a class that
is doomed to perish and,, like the professional bandit and
murderer., fully deserves to perish. He is beginning to
realize this because the bourgeoisie is ceasing to need his
services. He is continually hearing men of his fraternity
trying to curry favour with the bourgeoisie by asserting
that there is an overproduction of intellectuals. He sees
that the bourgeois is more readily inclined to turn for
"consolation"" to charlatans who prophesy the future than
to philosophers and "thinkers.** The European news-
papers are crammed with advertisements of chiromants,
astrologers., casters of horoscopes,, fakirs, yogis,, graphol-
ogists, spiritualists and other mountebanks who are
more ignorant even than the bourgeois themselves. Photog-
raphy and the cinema are killing the art of painting,
and artists, in order not to die of starvation, exchange
their pictures for potatoes, bread and the cast-off clothing
of the middle class. One Paris paper printed the following
cheerful little item:
"Distress is very severe among Berlin artists, and
there is no sign of alleviation.. There is talk of organizing
artists' mutual aid, but what help can people give one
another who earn nothing and who have no prospect of
earning anything? Berlin art circles accordingly hailed
with enthusiasm the original idea of a woman artist named
Annot Jacobi, who suggests a system of direct barter.
Let coal dealers supply fuel to artists in exchange for
statues and pictures. Times will change, and the coal